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MINUTES AS APPROVED 4/7/2022
CITY OF FRASER
33000 GARFIELD, FRASER, MI   48026
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING
MARCH 3, 2022 @ 7:00 P.M.

A regular meeting of the City of Fraser Zoning Board of Appeals was held on Thursday, March 3, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.   The meeting was held in City Council Chambers, 33000 Garfield, Fraser, MI  48026.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Mark Stimac called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.  Chairman Stimac led the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. ROLL CALL

Present: Burley, Chimenti, Farina, Logan, Menendez, Stimac, 

Absent: None

Others:
	Alicia Warren, McKenna Associates
	Hayley Tomich, O’Reilly, Rancilio P.C.
	Cindi Greenia, City Clerk

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Farina supported by Menendez to approve the agenda as amended/proposed.
	
	All Ayes				Motion Carried

4. FORMAL STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR

Formal Statement: Chairman Stimac gave a formal statement relative to the powers of the Zoning Board of Appeals and the facts and conditions for granting appeals.

5. OLD BUSINESS

None at this time.

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
A.  APPEAL #22-01:  VARIANCE REQUESTS/LIKE NU CARPET CLEANING SIGNS

Chairman Stimac opened the Public Hearing at 7:12 p.m. 

Alicia Warren of McKenna and Associates reviewed the variance request as follows: 

By Reason of:
Section 32-85-3-B, Setbacks for Road Centerlines for freestanding and ground signs, and Section 32-85-2-E, Provisions Pertaining to Permitted Number and Allowable Area of Signs for Industrial District.

Purpose of Request:
To obtain a variance from Zoning Ordinance Standards to place a ground sign closer to the road centerline than allowed (70 feet allowed; 41 feet requested) and to obtain a variance from Zoning Ordinance standards to exceed the number of allowable signs on an Industrial Zoned Property ( 1 sign allowed and 3 requested), and to obtain a variance from Zoning Ordinance Standards to exceed the allowable wall sign area on an Industrial Zoned Property (100 square feet permitted and 110 square feet requested) 

Property in Question:  34155 Kelly Road; Fraser, Michigan   48026

Chairman Stimac began by reviewing the width of Kelly Road – it was a narrow road in comparison to most roads.  The width was 70’ and not 120’. Zoning Board of Appeals Member Farina stated that if the setback on Kelly was on a road that was 120’ the setback would be behind the current building.  Ms. Warren stated that is was their position that Zoning Board of Appeals consider this variance due to the setback constraints on Kelly Road. 

Ms. Warren then reviewed the request for two (2) signs on the building face – which is where the variance request comes in for a request to have three (3) signs rather than the one (1) allowable sign.  There was a rendition of what this sign would look like.   It was two signs but actually looked as though it could be one.  The sign(s) square footage totaled 110 square feet – which was 10 square feet over the allowable amount of square footage for a wall sign. 

At this time Bruce Kopitz President of Like Nu Carpets approached the Board.  He handed the City Clerk some material he wished Zoning Board of Appeals members to review.  The document contained pictures of other businesses in the City that seemed to have signs closer to the road then what was allowed, and that had more signs than allowable, and larger one’s as well.  He stated that the two (2) signs he was purchasing for the wall mount would actually be considered one (1) sign.  He indicated he could get the square footage under 100 to meet with the requirements of the Ordinance. 

Discussion was had on how much the signs were needed – how much work was done at the facility rather than at client’s homes as this was a carpet cleaning business.   Mr. Kopitz noted that even though most of his business was off site, he still wanted to make sure that the community knew he was at this location.  He said the signs would be very helpful in doing so.  He felt the wall sign would provide him the most exposure to traffic passing by the business as it was illuminated. ZBA Member Farina added that no flashing lights were allowed.  The petitioner understood. 

Chairman Stimac asked if there was any public present that would like to be heard on this matter.   No one was heard Chairman Stimac asked if we had received any written concerns regarding this variance request.   Ms. Warren said that we had received nothing.

Chairman Stimac closed the Public Hearing at 7:31 p.m.

Motion by Farina, supported by Logan to approve Variance Request APPEAL #22-01:  VARIANCE REQUESTS/LIKE NU CARPTE CLEANING SIGNS to be allowed to place a ground sign 41’ setback from the centerline of Kelly Road versus the required 70’ setback due to the narrowness of 
Kelly Road in comparison to other roads in the City.

AYES:  Burley, Chimenti, Farina, Logan, Menendez, Stimac
NAYS:  None							Motion Carried


Motion by Farina, supported by Chimenti, to approve Variance Request APPEAL #22-01:  VARIANCE REQUESTS/LIKE NU CARPTE CLEANING SIGNS to place a wall sign on the building located at 34155 Kelly Road, which would vary the allowable one (1) sign, with the following conditions:
that the sign appears as one sign and not the two originally applied for and that the sign remains 100 square feet or less with the variance being granted as the narrowness of Kelly Road would make it difficult to see the ground sign when taking into consideration line of sight.

Attorney Tomich asked for clarification for the record – was ZBA Member Farnia	 – did his motion mean only one sign on the building or the two combined on the building to look like one sign.  Mr. Farina said the two signs, but that it should look like one sign.

AYES:  Burley, Chimenti, Farina, Logan, Menendez, Stimac
NAYS:  None							Motion Carried

7.  NEW BUSINESS

A. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Calendar 2022

Motion by Burley supported by Farina to approve the 2022 Meeting Calendar for the City of Fraser Zoning Board of Appeals.

		All Ayes						Motion Carried

B. Zoning Board of Appeals Recommendation of Appointments (Chimenti and Menendez)

Motion by Farina supported by Stimac to approve recommending to City Council the reappointments of ZBA Members Chimenti and Menedez for another term to end December 31, 2024.


AYES:  		Burley, Farina, Logan, Stimac
ABSTAIN:	Chimenti, Menendez
NAYS:  		None						Motion Carried


C. Election of Officers

Motion by Farina, supported by Chimenti to nominate Marc Stimac
For the office of Chairman.   Mr. Stimac accepted the nomination.
As there were no other nominations Mr. Stimac is deemed Chairman.

Motion by Menendez, supported by Stimac to nominate Frank Farina for the office of Vice-Chairman.  Mr. Farina accepted the nomination.  As 
There were no other nominations Mr. Farina is deemed Vice-Chairman.

Motion by Farina, supported by Logan to nominate Roseanne Menendez for the office of Secretary.   Ms. Menendez accepted the nomination.  As
There were no other nominations Ms. Menendez is deemed Secretary.



8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS (none)
Vice-Chairman Farina indicated that he would like to see a report on what the ZBA did in 2021.




9. PLANNING COMMISSION LIAISON MEMBER REPORT

Vice-Chairman Farina reviewed the Planning Commission meeting from
March 2, 2022.  The Commission reviewed a Site Plan and gave them six (6) additional months to complete it. They had two residents apply for one open position.  After a vote was taken it was tied at 3 to 3 and they were recommending both to the City Council as good candidates for the vacancy.  Finally, he recommended that all Planning Commissioners and Zoning Board of Appeals members should have a hard copy of the newly adopted Master Plan

10. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Nothing at this time.

11. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  OCTOBER 7, 2021

Motion by Menendez supported by Farina to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2021 City of Fraser Zoning Board of Appeals meeting as presented.

		All Ayes			Motion Carried

Vice-Chairman Farina asked if they could get a copy of the DRAFT minutes shortly after the meeting – as sometimes they don’t meet for months between meetings and he would like to look at the DRAFT minutes while everything is still fresh in his mind.

12. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS AND ITEMS OF INTEREST

Vice-Chairman Farina noted that there was a Fish Fry on Friday nights during Lent Season at St. Malachy.  

Member Chimenti reviewed the St. Patrick’s Day party on March 19, 2022 at the VFW.

Chairman Stimac noted that this was the first time they had meet in person since December of 2020.   He liked it much better in person meetings.  

13. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Chimenti supported by Logan to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 p.m.


							Respectfully Submitted,



							Cindi Greenia, Clerk
							City of Fraser
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